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Dear Friends:

Around the world the quality of life of many people is under attack in the name of “balancing government budgets.”  As if this is not enough of a challenge for working people, we hear increasing talk of another recession (though many would argue that we are not yet out of the last one) and the possibility that Canada could be amongst the first into another downturn in the economy.

With these dark clouds hanging over us, Canadians received further bad economic news from the Conference Board of Canada.  An article in the September 14, 2011, Edmonton Journal quotes the Board as saying:

The gap between rich and poor in Canada is rising at a faster pace than it is in the U.S. 

In this article, the Board goes on to say:

The trend has been underway since the mid-1990s …

It seems clear who is carrying the burden of many years of deregulation and countless government actions to enhance corporate profits at the expense of the average person!

In this kind of policy environment, it is even more important that support is provided to organizations that can help us understand what is happening to our standard of living and why this is taking place.  The Aspen Foundation provides students with the skills and access to the knowledge that can help them work to build a more equal and just Alberta and Canada.

In the last year, AFLE provided teachers in Alberta schools with a teaching resource on our cherished public healthcare system.  We just completed a resource for grade 10 social studies on Globalization and over the course of this school year we will in-service teachers to help them use it.  AFLE is also beginning two other projects this year.  We will develop a resource for grade 4 students highlighting the contributions of working people in building Alberta.  We will also initiate a limited grant system to assist teachers with organizing social justice projects in their schools.

To accomplish our goals we need your support!  If you believe that these projects are important for students, then help us to develop and promote them.  If you think that our work will provide students with “love, hope and optimism,” and be a part of making our lives and society better, then consider supporting us.

Thank you for your time, and thank you to those who have been so generous in supporting us in the past.  United in common purpose, we can make a difference!  Please send us your support!

Yours in solidarity,
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