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Books
National Forum on Health (1997). Canada Health Action: Building on the Legacy. 

Ottawa: Author. 
Federal report confirms the value Canadians place on their healthcare system 
and recognizes the need for its renewal, including extension of public funding.

Allen, Ted & Gordon, Sydney (1952). The Scalpel the Sword. Toronto: McClelland & 
Stewart. 
Canadian doctor Norman Bethune and his years in the Soviet Union, Spain and 
China, 1935-39.

Anders, George (1998). Health Against Wealth: HMOs and the Breakdown of Medical 
Trust. NYC. Mariner Books. 
How HMOs compromise members’ healthcare to minimize costs and maximize 
profits. 
Review: http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m1316/is_n1-2_v29/ai_19034241

Angell, Marcia (2004). The Truth about the Drug Companies. New York: Random 
House. How the drug companies deceive us and what to do about it.  
Ten page book summary at http://www.wanttoknow.info/truthaboutdrugcompanies

Armstrong, Pat, & Armstrong, Hugh (1996). Wasting Away: The Undermining of 
Canadian Healthcare. Toronto: Oxford University Press. 
The logic and results of healthcare cost-cutting and privatization.

Armstrong, Pat, Armstrong, Hugh, & Fagan, Claudia (1999). Universal Healthcare: 
What the United States Can Learn From Canada. New York: New Press. 
A readable and convincing case for universal healthcare in the US.

Badgely, Robin & Wolfe, Samuel (1967). Doctor’s Strike: Medical Care and Conflict in 
Saskatchewan. New York: Atherton Press.  
A case study of the 1962 Saskatchewan doctors’ strike against the province’s 
medical care plan.

Campbell, Bruce, & Marchildon, Greg (eds.) (2007). Medicare: Facts, Myths, 
Problems, & Promise. Toronto: James Lorimer and Company. 
Thirty four healthcare thinkers, providers and activists discuss Medicare today.

Epstein, Lewis (1979). The Politics of Cancer. Garden City, New York: Anchor Books. 
A compendium of information on the environmental causes of cancer, e.g., the 
workplace.

Fuller, Colleen (1998). Caring for Profit. Vancouver: New Star Books. 
How corporations are taking over Canada’s healthcare system.
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Heeney, Helen (1995). Life Before Medicare: Canadian Experiences. Toronto: 

Ontario Coalition of Senior Citizens Organizations. 
Canadian seniors tell of their experiences with healthcare before Medicare. 
Order form:  http://www.web.net/OCSCO/life_before.shtml

Horn, Joshua (1970). Away with all Pests. New York: Monthly Review Press. 
An English surgeon in People’s China, 1954-1969.

Houston, C. Stuart (2002). Steps on the Road to Medicare: Why Saskatchewan Led 
the Way. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-Queen’s University Press. 
A retired radiologist traces the roots of Medicare to the pioneering spirit of 
the prairies.

LeBow, Robert (2004). Healthcare Meltdown.  Chambersburg PA: Alan C. Hood 
and Co. What’s wrong with America’s healthcare and how to fix it.

Lexchin, Joel (1984). The Real Pushers. Vancouver: New Star Books. 
A critical analysis of the Canadian drug industry in the early 1980s.

Lisac, Mark (2004). Alberta Politics Uncovered. Edmonton: Newest Press. 
Includes commentary on healthcare policy in Alberta (p. 49-52).

MacDonald, Theodore (1995). Hippocrates in Havana: Cuba’s Healthcare System. 
Knebworth, Herts. UK: Able Publishing. 
A developmental analysis of Cuba’s healthcare system since 1959.

MacTaggart, Kenneth (1973). The First Decade: The Birth Story of Medicare 
in Canada and its Development During the Following Ten Years. Ottawa: 
Canadian Medical Association. A Canadian Medical Association (physicians) 
history of the first decade of Medicare.

Marsa, Linda (1997). Prescription for Profits. New York: Scribner. 
How the pharmaceutical industry bankrolled the unholy marriage between 
science and business.

McLeod, Thomas, & McLeod, Ian (2004). Tommy Douglas: The Road to Jerusalem. 
Saskatoon: Fifth House. 
A recent biography of the former Saskatchewan premier and his role in 
Medicare.

Moynihan, Ray, & Cassels, Alan (2005). Selling Sickness. Vancouver: Douglas & 
McIntyre. 
How the world’s biggest pharmaceutical companies invent diseases to turn us 
all into patients.

Newsholme, Sir Arthur, & Kingsbury, John (1933). Red Medicine: Socialized 
Health in Soviet Russia. Garden City NY: Doubleday Doran. 
An eyewitness report on health services in the Soviet Union in the 1930s. 
(Available from the University of Alberta library.)
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Owen, Peter (2007). Healthcare in France: A Guide for the Expatriate. Figanieres, 

FR: ExpatHealthDirect Ltd

Schoen, C., Osborn, R., Huynh, P., et al (2005). “Taking the pulse of healthcare 
systems: Experiences with health problems in six countries.”  Health Affairs 10, 
509-525.

Pike, Graham & Selby, David Global (1988). Global Teacher, Global Learner. 
London: Hodder General Publishing.

Rachlis, Michael & Kushner, Carol (1994). Strong Medicine: How to Save Canada’s 
Healthcare System. Toronto: Harper & Collins. 

Rachlis, Michael & Kushner, Carol (1989). Second Opinion. Toronto: Harper & 
Collins. 
What is wrong with Canada’s healthcare system and how to fix it. 

Raphael, Dennis (2004). Social Determinants of Health. Toronto: Canadian 
Scholar’s Press. 
Summarizes how socio-economic factors–e.g., Aboriginal status, early life, 
employment and working conditions, housing, income, etc–affect the health 
of Canadians.

Relman, Dr. Arnold (2007). A Second Opinion: Rescuing America’s Healthcare. 
New York: Public Affairs. 
What has gone wrong with American healthcare and how to solve the 
problems.

Renouf, Simon (1997). Chipping away at Medicare: “Rome wasn’t sacked in a day.”  
In, Harrison, Trevor, & Laxer, Gordon (eds.)  The Trojan Horse: Alberta and 
the Future of Canada. Montreal: Black Rose Books. 223-238. 
The Alberta government’s attempts to bring in two-tier medicine in the 1990s.

Richmond, Julius, Fein, Rashi, & Carter, Jimmy (2007). The Healthcare Mess: How 
We Got Into It and What It Will Take To Get Out. Cambridge MA:  Harvard 
University Press. 
A critique of US healthcare and a proposal for government-financed 
universal health insurance.

Rivett, Geoffrey (1998) From Cradle to Grave, 50 years of the NHS. London: Kings 
Fund. 
Covers clinical financial/political/organizational developments in the last 50 
years. Updates at: www.nhshistory.net

Saney, Isaac (2005). Cuba: A Revolution in Motion. Black Point NS: Fernwood 
Publishing. An overview of Cuba including commentary on the healthcare 
system.
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Sullivan, Terence & Baranek, Patricia (2002). First Do No Harm: Making Sense of 

Canadian Healthcare Reform. Vancouver: UBC Press. 
A concise introduction to healthcare in Canada and various ideas for 
reforming the system.

Taft, Kevin (1997). Shredding the Public Interest. Edmonton: University of Alberta 
Press & Parkland Institute.  
The Alberta government’s attacks on funding for social programs, including 
healthcare.

Taft, Kevin, & Steward, Gillian (2000). Clear Answers: The Economics and Politics 
of For-Profit Medicine. Edmonton: Duval House. 
Analyzes the negatives of for-profit medicine in Alberta.

Twaddle, Andrew (1999). Healthcare Reform in Sweden, 1980-1994. Westport CN: 
Auburn. 
A description and analysis of the modern Swedish healthcare system.

Wilson, Donna (ed.) (1995). The Canadian Healthcare System. Edmonton: Author. 
A collection of articles about Canadian healthcare, including a history of the 
Health Act.

Yalnizyan, Armine (2007). Getting Better Healthcare: Lessons from (and 
for) Canada. Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives http://www.
policyalternatives.ca/ 
Examines trends in Canadian healthcare reform, specifically in governance, 
economics, human resources and information
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DVDs Bitter Medicine. Part One: The Birth of Medicare. Tom Shandel. 1983. National 

Film Board of Canada. 27 min. 
Part one of a two-part documentary examining Medicare from conception to 
1982. Traces events leading to July 2, 1962, the day Medicare was launched in 
Saskatchewan. Doctors reacted by going on strike. 

Bloodletting: Life, Death and Healthcare. Lorna Green. Eatmos Productions. 2004. 
67 min. 
Parallels and paradoxes of the USA and Cuba and their healthcare systems 
through the lives of real people.

Chasing the Cancer Answer. Wendy Mesley. Fanlight Productions. 2006. 26 min. 
CBC journalist and cancer survivor Mesley investigates what is causing 
high cancer rates and what is being done to prevent the disease. http://www.
fanlight.com/catalog/films/479_ctaq.php 
Download http://w.thecancerblog.com/tag/FreeDownload/ 
YouTube Clip.  1:43. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbedfQlsxwM

The Constant Gardener. Fernando Meirelles. Potboiler Productions. 2005. 129 min. 
A pharmaceutical company secretly tests a tuberculosis drug with known 
severe side effects. The subject matter is mature.

From Cradle to Grave, 50 years of the NHS. Rivett, Geoffrey (1998) London: Kings 
Fund. 
Covers clinical financial/political/organizational developments in the last 50 
years.  
Updates at: www.nhshistory.net

Salud!  MEDICC. 2006. 93min. DVD 3917. 
Filmmakers travel with some of the 28,000 Cuban health professionals 
serving in 68 countries and interview international medical students in Cuba.

Sicko. Michael Moore. Dog Eat Dog Films. 2007. 113 min.  
An investigation of the U.S. healthcare system, including comparisons with 
other systems.

Tommy Douglas: Keeper Of The Flame. Elsie Swerhone. 1980. National Film Board 
of Canada. 58 min. 
Saskatchewan premier Tommy Douglas and his role in bringing about 
Medicare.

Wit. Mike Nichols. HBO Films. 2001. 98 min. 
A professor (Emma Thompson) receives a diagnosis of ovarian cancer and 
then must deal with the medical system. Based on a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play by Margaret Edson.


